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University of The Bahamas 
Student-Athlete Agreement 

Overview 
The University of The Bahamas Athletics Programme is designed to provide students with opportunities to enhance their development through academics, athletics and social involvement. The University intends to build a strong athletics programme, while simultaneously preparing young people through their engagement in sports and exposure to the many lessons learned through sports. The University therefore, expects its student-athletes to complete their full academic and athletic eligibility term with the institution.  
  
The purpose of this contract is to set out the goals and objectives, regulations, policies and procedures of the University of The Bahamas Athletics Programme.  It is intended to assure a systematic and efficient organization and operation. 
 
The University of The Bahamas requires all student-athletes to demonstrate good moral conduct and ethical judgment which reflects favorably upon themselves, the institution, and the community at large. Student-athletes are subject to the policies and procedures as set out in this contract, as well as those outlined in the current Student Handbook. 
 
It is important to note that due to the increasing visibility of the University’s athletics programmes, student-athletes are expected to meet high standards of personal conduct and appearance. 
 
Expectations of Student-Athletes 
The University of The Bahamas student-athletes have a responsibility to be students first, with the primary goal of earning a degree. Student-athletes must understand that personal accountability is the foundation not only of each individual’s successful academic and athletic experience, but their personal life as well. Therefore, all student-athletes must be mindful that at all times they represent the institution and its athletics department, as well as their individual teams. Upperclassmen have the responsibility to serve as exemplary role models for new student-athletes. 
 
Each Student-Athlete shall: 
· Be officially enrolled in a minimum of twelve (12) semester credit hours during each semester they are in attendance at the university. 
· Meet all academic responsibilities including attending class regularly, turning in assignments, interacting appropriately with faculty, meeting with university and faculty advisors and making a commitment to academic integrity. 
· Participate in community service/service learning projects whenever possible as offered by the athletics programme of The University throughout the year. 
· Be subject to drug testing (i.e. random drug, reasonable suspicion, re-entry and follow up testing). 
 
Athletic Eligibility 
A student-athlete will be eligible to represent the University provided he or she meets the provisions as set out by the athletics department.  The main provisions are outlined below; however, this list is not all-inclusive and student-athletes are encouraged to discuss questions about eligibility with their respective coaches.  It is the responsibility of the student-athlete to know and understand the basic rules that govern athletic eligibility. 
 
Basic Eligibility Criteria 
· To qualify for eligibility to participate in a second season of any sport, a student-athlete must have earned a minimum of (24) semester hours.  Subsequent years (sophomore and junior) must also meet the twenty-four (24) semester hours each year. 
· Student-athletes who do not meet the twenty-four (24) semester hours during his/her first year or subsequent years, can use summer school to regain qualification.  
· Student-athletes must maintain a cumulative grade point average (GPA) of 2.00 during any semester of participation.  
· Courses must be taken with a view to advance the student-athlete toward graduation rather than maintaining athletic eligibility status. 
· Attendance to class is mandatory. 
 
Practice, Game, Meeting Attendance/Preparation 
· Student-athletes are expected to organize their schedules to accommodate both academic work and athletic participation. In a case where a student-athlete has to take a course that conflicts with practice or competition schedule, the student athletes should advise the Head Coach prior to course enrollment. Upon authorization, a student-athlete who has to take a course during practice/competition time will not be considered absent. However, a student-athlete who arranges his/her schedule that conflicts with practice/competition schedules without prior consultation to the Coach will be in violations and as such missed sessions will be counted as absences. 
· Student-athletes are required to attend ALL practice sessions and competition.  If a student athlete misses four (or more) practice sessions during the athletic season he/she will be dropped from the athletic team and will forego athletic privileges for the academic year.  Injuries are not permission for absences, unless stated by the athletic trainer. Rather the injured athlete should attend all practices under the guidance and instruction of the athletic trainer. 
· Student athletes should arrive to practice sessions and competition on-time as stated by the Coach(es).  Three lateness for practice or competition, will amount to one absence.
· Should a student athlete arrive 30 minutes or more late for a practice session he/she is considered absent. 
· An emergency situation warrants an Excused Absence (EA).  It is the responsibility of the student athlete to communicate with the Head Coach in a timely manner.  
· University Athletics will hold a minimum of four mandatory events each academic where attendance is mandatory: Annual Fall Student Athlete Meeting; Two Educational Seminars (Fall & Spring) and The Mingoes Awards Ball. Failure to attend any of these events is considered an absence and will be documented as such. 
· Student-athletes are expected to attend all training sessions with a mindset to improve as an athlete. 
· Student-athletes are expected to inform professors at least two (2) weeks in advance that they may miss classes due to scheduled competitions and that they will be responsible for submitting any work due on the missed day prior to competition and will make up any assignment missed form that day.  Athletics will also provide a letter for student-athletes to present to faculty. 
· Student-athletes are NOT permitted to participate or play in recreational leagues or tournaments in any sport during their season or off-season.  Consultation with the Head Coach and University Athletics should take place in the event a student-athlete participates in National Team play. 
· Likewise, failure to meet athletic obligations could result in removal from the team. 

Sportsmanship 
· All student-athletes representing the University are expected to exhibit appropriate behavior before, during and after competition. 
· Athletes are to accept the calls made by officials. 
· Athletes are to accept the role of the coach and the outcome of tough decisions made by the coach regarding line ups, substitution patterns, and the like. 
 
Equipment & Attire
· All equipment and attire is the property of the University of The Bahamas. 
· All University gear shall be worn neatly and with pride.  
· Practice gear and uniforms ought to be cared for with the highest regard. 
· All property shall be returned at the end of the season.  Failure to do so could result in the student athlete’s records being placed on hold. 
 
Insurance and Injury 
· University Athletics will provide medical insurance for rostered student athletes. 
· All injuries should be reported to the Coach and athletic trainer immediately. 
 
Code of Conduct 
All team members of The University Athletics programme shall adhere to rules and guidelines as stated in the current Student Handbook.   In addition to any college sanctions that may be imposed for misconduct, student-athletes may be considered for suspension or dismissal from participation for any of the following: 
· Drug and Alcohol Use 
The athletics department prohibits the use, sale, dispensing, transfer or possession of controlled substances, alcoholic beverages, vaping, or drugs not medically authorized. The use or possession of drugs, alcoholic beverages, tobacco or vaping by any student-athlete at any time is prohibited. Any athlete involved in the unlawful use of drugs may face suspension or dismissal from the team. All student-athletes are subject to laws of the land.  
· Academic dishonesty. 
· Arrest for any crime other than a minor traffic offense. 
· Unauthorized possession of any steroid. 
· Fighting with, threatening the safety of, or harassing any individual. 
· Destruction or theft of University property. 
· Unauthorized entry into any University building. 
· Verbally abusive to teammates and or coaching staff 
· Any conduct that reflects unfavorably upon the University or its Athletics Programme. 

Suspensions & Dismissal
A student-athlete may receive verbal or written warnings from a coach which can lead to suspensions. However, if a student-athlete’s conduct is gross, the student-athlete may be dismissed. If a student-athlete is dismissed from a team, the student-athlete is dismissed from the Athletics Department and therefore, may not seek to secure affiliation with another University of The Bahamas athletic team. 

Appeal Procedure
If a student-athlete disagrees with a suspension, dismissal, or alleges any other athletic rights’ violations, these two steps of the Athletic Department’s Appeal Procedure should be followed.
1. Appeal to Coach
The student-athlete must have a conference with the coach and appeal the decision within 72 hours of the action. Furthermore, all appeals need to be accompanied by written documentation that the conference did take place.
2. Appeal to the Athletic Director
If no satisfactory agreement is reached between the coach and the student-athlete, a meeting can be requested with the Athletic Director within 72 hours after the Step 1 decision. No further appeal is available after the Step 2 decision. If the Athletic Director denies the appeal, the original decision stands.
 	
The head coach, in consultation with the Director of University Athletics, will be responsible for imposing disciplinary sanctions. The sanction imposed may also be indefinite pending the outcome of an investigation, hearing or other future event. 
 
Team Conduct During Travel 
Student-athletes are expected to adhere to the following travel rules: 
· Instructors must be informed at least two weeks prior to the trip and all efforts must be made to assure assignments are complete. 
· Be on time at scheduled departure times and location. 
· Ensure that all travel documents are up-to-date. 
· Dress appropriately as indicated by the coaching staff  
· Conduct themselves in an appropriate manner as an official representative of the University. 
· Adhere to imposed curfew time
· Under no circumstances, should a student-athlete leave the hotel property without the consent of the head coach or the athletic administrator
· Any damage done to hotel/motel rooms is considered a violation and will be paid for by the student-athlete. 
 
Summary 
The information contained in this Agreement and Code of Conduct is not intended to be all inclusive. Each University of The Bahamas student-athlete is encouraged to speak with his or her coach whenever problems, concerns or questions arise regarding their academic, athletic or social experiences at The University. 

I have granted permission for University Athletics to have access to my academic record and make progress checks with faculty as needed. 
 
By my signature below, I attest that I have read and understood the information and I agree to the terms mentioned above. 
	
___________________________________________  
	 
	______________________________ 

	Printed Name of Student-Athlete 	 	 	 
 
	 
	Date 	 	 	 	 

	___________________________________________ 
	 
	______________________________ 

	Signature of Student Athlete 	 	 	 	 
 
	 
	Date 

	___________________________________________
Parent/Guardian (If under 18 years old)

	
	______________________________
Date

	____________________________________________ 
	 
	______________________________ 

	Signature of Head Coach 	 	 	 	 
 
	 
	Date 

	____________________________________________ 
	 
	______________________________ 

	Signature of Athletic Director  	 	 	 
	 
	Date 


                                                    
* Sources: http://www.purchase.edu/sharedmedia/physicaleducation/intercollegiate%20%20athletic%20contract.pdf  
http://www.northwestcollege.edu/athletics/docs/coc_njcaa.pdf 
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